ABSENCE OF TASTE-BUD PAPILLAE IN FAMILIAL DYSAUTONOMIA.
No fungiform papillae could be found on the tongues of 30 patients with familial dysautonomia. In ten of these patients a search for vallate papillae was made, but none were found. Inspection of the tongue may thus be useful for diagnosing this rare disease, even in infants. Absence of these sensory receptors suggests that the multiple sensory deficits found in persons with familial dysautonomia may be related to defects in the peripheral receptors.